





























































































































































































































































































































































































　　Petition of 9 women dated Fredericsburg [sic.] Virginia to put a stop to the 
Slave Trade in the District of Columbia….
　　Buddey Jay Lorre and 21 names of self-declared slaves, praying that the 
abolition gentlemen may abondon their pursuit [sic.], and that in case the 
gentlemen from the Northern States, continue to urge their petitions on this 
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The Anti-Slavery Gag Rule and  
the Censure of John Quincy Adams: 
One Aspect of “Freedom of Speech” in American History, Part 2
Yukako HISADA
 On February 6th, 1837, John Quincy Adams presented anti-slavery 
petitions from his constituency to the House of Representatives as usual as he 
did. One petition he received, however, put him into a trouble in the House. 
Some of his collleagues from the South in the House moved the resolution to 
censure Adams on the ground that he would have committed “a gross 
contempt of this House.”
 This article will shed light on how the discussion on the motion to censure 
John Quincy Adams took place in the House of Representatives in early 
Feburuary of 1837. Referring to Congressional records, it will closely 
examine the day by day procedure in Congress.
